[Mechanism of action of ACE-inhibitors and angiotensin receptor antagonists in diabetic nephropathy. Recent insights].
Hyperglycemia predisposes to organ damages, particularly to nephropathy, via various and complex interrelated pathogenetic mechanisms, that is the well reported proteic glycosylation, vasoactive substances production, oxidative stress, and in particular renin-angiotensin system modulation. Genetic variability plays an important role in determining the response of patients with diabetes on these mechanisms. The analysis of physiopathogenic mechanisms underlying diabetic nephropathy brings evidence that ACE-inhibitors and angiotensin II antagonists have a protective effect not limited to the blood pressure-lowering effect.